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Dear Mr. ot

This is in response to your undated letter received September 14, 2009, by the National Firearms
Act (NFA) Branch which posed five questions conceming the assembly, registration, and
transfer of short barreled rifles (SBR).

The perinent suthoritics to your questions include definitions under the Gun Control Aet (GCA)
and the National Firearm Act (NFA). ‘Those definitions arc listed as lollows:

Title 13 United States Codo § 921(a) (7) states: the team sifle means “a weapon designed of
redesignod, made or remade, and intended to be fired from the shoulder and designed or
rodesipnod and made or remade to use the energy of an explosive to fire only a single projectile
through a rifled bore for cach single pull of the trigger.”

Title 26 United States Code § $845(a) defines a short basreled rifle as “a rifte having a barrel or
basrels of less than 16 inchies in length; of a weapon made from a rifle if such weapon as
modified has an overall length of less than 26 inches or a barrel or barrels of less than 16 inches
inlength ™

The following responses arc your questions with our respense in nnmeriea! neder
Q1: What is the registered part of 2 SBR?

Al There is no one registared puis of ashot bamreled rifle. A fisccii wincdtmects the
definition of a shott barreled nfle would consist of a rifle 3s delined by Title | of the Gun Control
Act (GCA) cited above that has cither 2 barre] less than 16 inches in length, or has been modificd
10 an overall length of less than 20 inches as specifiod by the NFA.  ({owever, it is the serialired
receiver Uit is recorded for registration.

Q2: Ifa registered SBR bas the short barrel permancnily reinoved, docs this (without
notiflcation to BATFE) remove it from the purview of the NFA?

A2: [fthe registianl retains contivl over the pasts requited o aswming the short bameled rifte,
the fircarm woukd still be subject 1o NFA registration, lransfer, and posscssion regulations.
Installstion of & barrel greater than 16 inches in length or permanent cemoval of the short barrel
would render the receiver no longer subject (o NFA transfer and poss=s<ion regulations provided
the reqistrant did not maintan cantial over the pasts neves<ary to coalisee the fircarm as 3 SRR

Whether the change is permanent or temporary would be determined by the registrant’s intent or
retention of the parts to retum the fircarm lo SBR status. Ifthe change is permanent, no
notification to ATF is necessary to transfer the Title [ fireanm as it would not mect the definition
of 3 SBR under the NFA.

Q2a: \What about in the case of a temporary removal?
A2a: Scc A2.
Q3: Does simply removing the short barrel [rom a registered rifte convert it back to a *Title

I' firearm? e.g. An ARIS type has the short barreled upper removed and either a barre!
over 16" placed or simply left off.
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= See A2
Q4: Is it necessary to send notification to BATFE and reccive acknowledgement of same
that the rifte no longer has a short barrel before it may be sold without an NFA tronsfer
being involved?

A4: There is no requirement for the registrant of an NFA fiream to notify ATF of the removal
from the purview of the NFA; however, ATF recommends the owner notify the NFA Branch in
writing ifa fircarm is permancntly removed from the NFA. If] nt the time of transfer, the fircarm
does not meet the definition of a SBR, it should be transferred with no tax payment or
registration. Transfer of a Title [ fircarm under the NFA by providing false information
conceming its configuration would be a violation of 26 U.S.C. SR71(1) which states “It shall be
unlaw il for any person lo make, or causc the making of on any application, retum, or recard
requited by this chapter, knowing such cntey to be falss™. Any- subsequent owner who assembles
or acquires the parts newied (o assemble a SBR using fine sine firedrs mnne o receiver wotig
be subject to the registzation and marking requirements ~fth: MEA

Q5: Is it correct that futcrstate transpos tation of in SOR it has the short barrel seinws cd
does not require the submission and receipt of an "approved® 5320.20?

AS: If the registrant retains control over the parts required to assemble the short barreled riflc,
the fircarm would still be subject to NFA transfer and possession regulations. A person may
transport a registered SBR interstate without prior approvat if the firearm does not meet the
definition of a SBR provided that person is not in control of the parts necessary to configure the
fircarm as a SBR. ATF recommends contacting law enforcement officials in the destination state
to ensurc compliance with state and Jocal law.

A6: There is no specified time frame for a “icmporary” change in eonﬁgum}ion. Whether tl
change is permancnt or temporary would be determined by the intent and actions of the
registanl. ATF recommends wrilten notification to the NFA Branch when a fircarm’s
configuration is pcrmanently changed or removed from the purview of the NFA.

Q7: Can n receiver from a previously registered short barreled rifle be sold as a non NF
firearm (GCA regs oaly) il the short barrcl has permanently been removed and is any
notification of ATF required prior to the sale?

AT There is no requirement for the registrant of an NFA fircarm to notify ATF of the remoy
from the purview of the NFA; howcver, ATF recommends the owner notify the NFA Branch
writing il a fircarm is permamently removed from the NFA,

Q7a: If the stripped receiver is transferred to another FFL holder as a (GCA) firenrm
(o an individual using a 4473, who's respousibility Is it to eusure that the previously
registercd SBR is no longer in the NFA registry? If it is the form 2 manufacturer’s
respousibitity, please cite any relevant “deregistering® statute(s) for our records.

AZa; There is no requirement for the transferor or transferce of a Title | fircarm to verify
possible previous registration history under the NFA. As you may know, ATF is restricted ir
disclosure of information regarding applications reccived to register and transfer NFA firearr
by 26 US.C. § 6103(0).

I we can Ue of further assistance. please du o esitite o call us at 304-616-300, v wiite L

'S Nemartment of Justice, Bureaw of Alzohol, Tobacco, Fircanms and Explosi-es, NFA Bra
Suite 1250, 244 Needy Road, Martinsbure, \WV 25405.9431.

Sincerely yoprs,

& it

Emest A. Lintner
Acting Chicf, National Firearms Act Branch



